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WORLD DAY OF REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD TRAFFIC VICTIMS 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [2.48 pm]: Last Sunday it was my privilege to 
participate in an event arranged through Injury Matters to mark the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic 
Victims. I thank Injury Matters for delivering the Road Trauma Support program, which does such important work 
with the survivors of road crashes and with the grieving families of those who do not survive. This event was 
notable not just for the consistent message about the critical importance of our attention to road safety, but more 
so for the reminder of the human cost of road trauma. Lauren Jackson, a young woman from Collie, reflected 
movingly on the death of her 18-year-old brother in a motor vehicle crash, and its effect upon her family, upon the 
first responders, and upon the wider community of friends and neighbours. Her testimony was a powerful 
reminder of the cost of road trauma, and that every statistic is an individual tragedy that ripples through families 
and communities.  

The World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims also commences the Western Australian Local 
Government Association’s annual Road Ribbon for Road Safety campaign. The campaign has a long-term vision 
of eliminating road crashes that result in death or serious injury. It encourages what it calls the four cornerstones: 
safe roads and roadsides; safe speeds; safe vehicles; and safe road use. The campaign will continue over the 
Christmas season and into the new year, formally concluding on 5 January. It is a sad truth that holiday periods 
are times of heightened danger on our roads, with many more people driving long distances, often with their whole 
family in the car. This demands extra vigilance from all road users. WA families deserve to remember their 
Christmases for the right reasons.  

Members will likely have already received their road ribbon, and I urge them to wear it and support road safety in 
their electorates. 
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